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News Release:

Date: August 23, 2011

Contact: Steve Togami, President, JACL New Mexico Chapter (505) 565-2185

Sarah R. Payne, Historian, VCHP (505) 268-1324

New Mexico JACL Wins $54,000 Grant for Project on New Mexico’s WWII Japanese American Confinement Sites.

ALBUQUERQUE—The New Mexico Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) was recently awarded the National Park Service’s 2011 Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant for its upcoming history, interpretation, and education project on New Mexico’s World War II internment sites.  The New Mexico JACL, in coordination with Van Citters: Historic Preservation, LLC (VCHP), will spend the upcoming year researching and designing the project, which will include a traveling exhibit, permanent website, interpretive historical markers, and public outreach brochure on the internment sites at Santa Fe, Lordsburg, Fort Stanton, and the Old Raton Ranch (Raton Ranch Civilian Detention Station).

 “The history of New Mexico’s confinement sites, particularly the experiences of Japanese American detainees and the various reactions of New Mexico’s communities to the camps,  provide a unique opportunity to inspire public thought and conversation about the meanings of citizenship, identity, and civil liberty,” said Dr. Sarah R. Payne, Historian at VCHP.  

The project’s goal is to reach a diverse audience of New Mexicans by creating an interactive, multi-media, and sensory exhibit on the experiences of detainees—the exhibit will travel throughout the state.  In addition, working closely with the Office of the State Historian, the project will produce a website on the history of the New Mexico internment camps.  Plans for the final project also include interpretive markers in the City of Lordsburg and at Fort Stanton, as well as the publication of an outreach brochure that will contain brief camp histories, and stories of internee and community experiences at and near the New Mexican camps. 

The New Mexico JACL project is one of twenty-four Japanese American Confinement Sites Grants awarded this year totaling $2.9 million.  Upon announcing the awardees, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar said, “The internment of Japanese Americans during World War II is an unfortunate part of the story of our nation’s journey, but it is a part that needs to be told.” 

